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ANMIAL  KEPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  1963 


To  the  Chairman  land  Memibers  of  the 
Cockermouth  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 'beg  to  submit  my  tenth  annual  report  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

The  total  numbers  of  births  and  deaths  remain  at  much  the 
same  level  as  in  previous  years,  but  the  perinatal  mortality  rate 
(still-births  and  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life)  has  risen.  Again 
the  deaths  responsible  for  this  are  mainly  due  to  prematurity  and 
congenital  abnormalities. 

At  one  time  not  so  long  ago,  those  whose  business  was  preven- 
tive medicine  despaired  of  ever  eradicating  tuberculosis  spread  by 
milk.  However,  with  the  effort  directed  on  the  proper  lines  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  eradication  has  become  a fact.  It  is 
sad,  therefore,  to  relate  that  danger  still  exists  with  this,  the 
commonest  and  probably  most  essential  of  our  foods.  The  erad- 
ication of  Salmonellosis  and  Brucellosis  in  milk  producing  animals 
will  be  a very  slow  process,  the  immediate  solution  to  the  problem 
of  disease-carryinig  milk  being  the  heat  treatment  of  all  milk  used 
for  htrnian  consumption. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  PATTERSON, 

’ Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  DEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

J.  PATTERSON,  M.B.,  B.Gh.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

R.  E.  DUNN,  C.R.S.I. 

(Certificates  held  : 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

(a)  Public  Health  Inspector, 

(b)  Inspector  of  Meats  and  other  Foods). 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

G.  J.  SIMPSON,  C.R.S.I. 

(Certificates  held : 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

(a)  Public  Health  Inspector, 

(b)  Inspector  of  Meats  and  other  Foods. 
City  & Guilds  1st  Class  CJertificate  in  Plumbing). 


Qerk  and  Assistant : 
J.  D.  HINDE. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  AREA 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid-1963)  20,880 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  6,886 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1963  £540,796 


Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (1-4-G3 — 31-3-64)  £2,138-11-5 


The  Cockermouth  Rural  Distriot  covers  an  area  of  161,312 
acres  or  approximately  250  square  miles.  4,700  acres  of  the 
district  are  covered  by  inland  water. 

The  Rural  Area  covers  the  north  west  portion  of  the  Lake 
Distriot  of  Cumberland  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Wigton 
Rural  Ehstrict,  on  the  east  by  Penrith  Rural  Distriot,  on  the  south- 
west by  Ennerdale  Rural  District  and  touches  the  County  boundary 
at  Dunmail  Rmse  to  the  south. 

The  Borough  of  Workington  adjoins  the  west  and  the  Urban 
Districts  of  Maryport,  Cockermouth  and  Keswick  are  surrounded 
by  the  Rural  Area. 

There  are  32  parishes. 

Generally  speaking  the  eastern  part  of  the  district  is  moun- 
tainous and  forms  part  of  the  Lake  Disp-i-ct  National  Park.  Sheep 
farming  is  predominant  and  catering  for  holidaymakers  forms  a 
large  local  industry. 

In  the  west  of  the  district  lies  a coal  mining  area,  part  of  the 
West  Cumberland  coalfield,  and  the  villages  there  are  more 
industrial  in  character.  Various  industries  near  the  coast  also  give 
employment  to  jjeople  in  these  villages.  There  is  also  a considerable 
amount  of  dairy  farminjg  and  much  good  arable  land  forms  the 
edge  of  the  Solway  Plain  in  the  Crosby  and  Oughterside  areas. 

There  are  two  short  lengths  of  coiastline  between  Workington 
and  Maryport  and  between  Maryport  and  the  .boundary  of  Wigton 
Rural  District,  the  latter  stretch  being  much  used  in  summer  by 
holidaymakers. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  of  the  Rural  Di.slrict,  20,880. 


The  taibles  of  vital  statistics  are  set  out  on  the  pages  following, 
showing  birth  rates,  death  rates,  and  rates  for  maternal  and 
infantile  mortality. 

Crude  birth  and  death  rates  are  corrected  by  means  of  an  Area 
Compairability  Factor  supplied  each  year  by  the  Regisitrar  General. 
They  allow  for  the  varying  a-ge  .and  sex  distribution  in  each  district 
and  enable  comparisons  to  be  made  with  figures  for  other  areas. 

This  year  the  factor  for  births  is  1.02  and  for  deaths  1.10. 

The  total  of  live  births  was  344  compared  with  349  in  1962, 
giving  a birth  rate  of  16.5  (16.8  corrected)  compared  with  16.9  in 

1 962.  Fourteen  of  the  births  were  illegiitimate. 

There  were  six  still-births  (wbich  represents  a rate  of  17  per 
thousand  live  and  still  births)  compared  with  6 in  1962,  4 in  1961, 
9 in  1960,  4 in  1959  and  12  in  1958. 

The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  was  237,  which  gives  a death 
rate  of  11.4  (12.5  corrected)  compared  with  12.23  (13.08  corrected) 
in  1962. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

There  were  9 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  compared 
with  4 in  1962. 

Cancer  deaths  fell  from  41  in  1962  to  33  in  1963.  10  deaths 

were  due  to  icancer  of  the  lung  and  bronichius. 

There  was  1 death  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  during 

1963. 


DEATH  RATES 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per  Rate  per 
1,000  pop.  1,000  pop. 
uncorrected  corrected 

1963 

132 

105 

237 

11.4 

12.5 

1962 

136 

114 

250 

12.2 

13.1 

1961 

121 

95 

216 

10.05 

10.85 

1960 

129 

116 

245 

12.0 

13.0 

1959 

128 

87 

215 

10.9 

11.8 

1958 

134 

111 

245 

12.5 

13.5 
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YEAR 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Grand 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

uncorrected 

Rate  per 
1,000 

population 

corrected 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1963 

159 

171 

330 

4 

10 

14 

344 

16.5 

16.8 

1962 

173 

169 

342 

4 

3 

7 

349 

17.1 

16.9 

1961 

151 

168 

319 

5 

3 

8 

327 

15.2 

15.1 

1960 

157 

134 

291 

5 

6 

11 

302 

14.8 

14.7 

1959 

158 

144 

302 

2 

5 

7 

309 

15.7 

15.5 

1958 

152 

138 

290 

4 

11 

301 

15.4 

15.2 

YEAR 

Infant  Deaths 
(under  1 year) 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Deaths  0-4 
weeks  per 
1,000  live 
births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

per 

1,000 

live 

births 

per 

1,000 

legit. 

births 

per 

1,000 

illegit. 

births 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1963 

6 

3 

9 

— 

— 

— 

26.2 

27.1 

— 

20.4 

1962 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

11.5 

11.7 

— 

2.9 

1961 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

12.2 

12.5 

— 

12.2 

1960 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

13.3 

13.7 

— 

9.9 

1959 

4 

2 

6 

— 

1 

1 

22.6 

19.9 

143 

22.6 

1958 

5 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

26.6 

27.6 

— 

20.0 
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STILL  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Grand 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Rate  per 
1,000  live 
and  still 
births 

TOTAL 

BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

3 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

0.29 

17 

350 

1 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

6 

0.29 

17 

355 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

0.19 

12 

331 

4 

4 

8 

1 

— 

1 

9 

0.48 

29 

311 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

0.21 

13 

313 

3 

8 

11 

— 

1 

1 

12 

0.61 

38 

313 

Early 

Neo-Natal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

Illegit- 
imate 
births  as  a 
percentage 
of  all  live 
births 

MATERNAL  DEATHS 

Excluding 

Abortion 

Including 

Abortion 

Deaths  0-1  wk. 
per  1,000  live 
births 

Stillbirths  plus 
deaths  0-1  wk. 
per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 
total 
births 

11.6 

28.6 

4.1 

— 

— 

— 

2.9 

19.7 

2.1 

— 

— 

— 

9.2 

21.2 

2.4 

— 

— 

— 

6.6 

35.4 

3.6 

2 

2 

6.4 

19.4 

31.9 

2.3 

— 

— 

— 

16.6 

54.3 

3.7 

— 

— 

— 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


Deaths  under  1 year  showing  varying  causes  and  ages. 


Cause  of  Death 
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1. 
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Prematurity : 

(a)  Haemorrhage  - tentorial  tear 
Intra-uterine  asphyxia  : 


2 

1 


Congenital  malformations  ; 

(a)  Hydrocephalus  : 

meningo-myelocele  1 

meningitis 

(b)  Duodenal  atresia  1 

(c)  Erythroblastosis  1 

Congenital  Heart  Defect 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 


4 2 1 7 2 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
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SENILE  DEATH  RATE 


Age  at  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

65—70  

. . . 

15 

8 

23 

70—75  

... 

21 

13 

34 

75—80  

... 

16 

22 

38 

80—85  

... 

25 

23 

48 

85—90  

... 

10 

13 

23 

90—95  

... 

2 

4 

6 

Totals  

89 

83 

172 

SENILE  DEATH  RATE  72% 

of  total  deaths 

(1962—76%) 

10 


1 year 


DEATHS  FROM  GANGER 


Males 

Females 

Alimentary  : 

Mouth 

1 

0 

Stomach 

1 

4 

Colon 

0 

2 

Caecum  ... 

1 

1 

Rectum  . . . 

1 

1 

Respiratory  ; 

Bronchus 

5 

1 

Lung 

2 

2 

Glandular : 

Breast 

0 

3 

Pancreas 

1 

0 

Kidney 

1 

0 

Prostate 

2 

0 

Reproductive:  Uterus 

0 

1 

Ovary 

0 

1 

Vulva 

0 

1 

Other : 

Bone 

...' 

1 

0 

Totals  

16 

17 

Age  at  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

between  40  and  50 

1 

0 

1 

50  and  60 

0 

2 

2 

60  and  70 

4 

6 

10 

70  and  80 

7 

7 

14 

80  and  90 

4 

2 

6 

Totals 

16 

17 

33  1 

CANCER  DEATH 

RATE 

: 1.6  per  1,000  population 

(1962 

; 2.0  per  1,000  population) 

Approximately  1 

death 

in  7 was  due  to  Cancer. 

TUBERGULOSIS  DEATH  RATE 


Pulmonary 

T.B. 

deaths 

Other 

T.B, 

deaths 

Total 

T.B. 

deaths 

Total  T.B. 
death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

Pulmonary  T.B. 
death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

1963 

0 

1 

1 

.05 

_ 

1962 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

1961 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

1960 

2 

0 

2 

.10 

.10 

1959 

0 

0 

0 

— 

— 

1958 

0 

1 

1 

.05 

— 

1957 

0 

0 

0 
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DEATHS  FROM  VIOLENCE 


Cause 

No.  of 
deaths 

% of 

all  causes 

Rate  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ; 

Pedestrian  knocked  down 

1 

.4 

.05 

Car  collisions 

2 

.8 

.10 

Motor  cycle  collisions 

1 

.4 

.05 

Falls  : 

Mountain  

1 

.4 

.05 

Horse  

1 

.4 

.05 

On  road  

1 

.4 

.05 

At  home  

1 

.4 

.05 

Other  Accidents  : 

Asphyxia  

1 

.4 

.05 

Poisoning  

1 

.4 

.05 

Electric  shock  

1 

.4 

.05 

Total  

11 

4.6 

.53 

TABLE  OF  COMPARATIVE  RATES  (uncorrected) 


1963 


BIRTH  RATE  : 

England  and  Wales  ...  18.2 

County  of  Cumberland  ...  17.7 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumb.  18.2 

Cockermouth  Rural  ...  16.5 

DEATH  RATE  : 

England  and  Wales  ...  12.2 

County  of  Cumberland  ...  12.5 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumb  13.1 

Cockermouth  Rural  ...  11.4 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY : 

England  and  Wales  ...  20.9 

County  of  Cumberland  ...  22.0 

Rural  Districts  of  Cumb.  26.3 

Cockermouth  Rural  ...  26.2 


1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

18.0 

17.4 

17.1 

16.5 

16.4 

18.3 

17.6 

18.0 

17.8 

17.6 

18.3 

17.5 

17.6 

17.6 

17.4 

17.1 

15.2 

14.8 

15.7 

15.4 

11.9 

12.0 

11.5 

11.6 

11.7 

12.2 

12.3 

12.0 

11.9 

12.1 

12.1 

12.1 

12.0 

11.4 

11.8 

12.2 

10.05 

12.0 

10.9 

12.5 

21.4 

21 

22 

22 

23 

26.4 

23 

23 

21 

28 

30.6 

23 

18 

20 

23 

11.5 

12 

13 

23 

27 
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IMMUNISATION 


DIPHTHERIA 

Figures  kindily  supplied  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  are 
given  in  tabular  fotrm  sihowing  the  numiber  of  Diphtheria  Immun- 
isations carried  out,  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  1962. 

Once  again,  no  case  of  diiphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year, 
the  last  notified  case  being  in  1947. 

SMALLPOX 

Age  when  vaccinated  Number 

or  re-vaccinated  re-vaccinated 

Under  1 36 

1 18 

2—4  5 

5—14  7 

15  or  over  — 

66 


Smallpox,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus  immunisation  is  now 
being  carried  out  at  child  welfare  clinics. 

B.C.G.  (TUBERCULOSIS) 

Mantoux  testing  and  B.C.G.  vaoainaition  was  continued  as 
before,  the  age  group  being  those  bom  in  1949.  In  addition  some 
children  who  were  unavoidably  missed  in  other  years  were  included. 
Mass  Miniature  Radiography  is  only  used  on  those  found  to  be 
positive  reactors. 

Of  238  eligible,  162  were  tested,  and  106  found  to  be  negative. 
These  were  duly  vaccinated.  Of  the  47  found  positive  (i.e.  to  have 
had  contact  with  tuberculosis)  eleven  had  previously  been  vaccin- 
ated elsewhere. 

The  remaining  36  correspond  to  24%  which  tends  to  be  rather 
higher  than  Che  average  for  the  county  as  a whole. 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  been  continued  as  before — 
although  public  interest  in  this  protection  varies  directly  according 
to  the  'presence  or  absence  of  the  disease. 

When  there  are  no  cases  reported  either  locally  or  nationally, 
the  attitude  of  the  adult  population  is  one  of  profound  indifference. 

Fortunately  the  state  of  immunity  of  infanits,  pre-school  and 
school  children  is  good,  as  the  large  majority  have  had  the  vaccine, 
with  booster  doses  when  necessary. 

The  vaccine  now  u.sed  is  taken  by  mouth  so  that  the  procedure 
is  easy  both  for  administrator  and  recipient. 


Number 

vaccinated 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 


13 


POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  in  1963  was 
144  (299  in  1952).  Of  these  95  were  measles. 


CASES  ON  THE  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER  : 


Males 

Females 

Totals 

Pulmonary  

61 

49 

110 

Non-pulmonary 

7 

11 

18 

Totals  

68 

60 

128 

DYSENTERY 

Several  outbreaks  of  what  appeared  clinically  to  be  Bacillary 
Dysentery  were  investigated  but  were  iniconclusive.  One  positive 
result  for  Shigella  Sonnei  was  in  a family  whose  chief  wage  earner 
worked  in  a butcher’s  shop.  He  did  not  have  any  illness  but  as  a 
contact  excreting  the  organism  he  was  excluded  from  the  food 
trade  for  a period  of  6 weeks  until  certified  clear,  meanwhile  having 
his  full  wages  paid  by  this  authority. 

CLOSTRIDIUM  WELCHII 

One  outbreak  which  was  alarming  but  did  not  have  serious 
consequences  was  due  to  an  organism  of  the  gas  gangrene  group 
which  when  taken  orally  can  cause  gastro-enteritis,  namely  Clos- 
tridium welchii. 

The  vehicle  of  infection  was  prepared  beef  mould  and  the 
numbers  affected  were  in  the  region  of  one  hundred.  Luckily  the 
illness  only  lasted  about  12  hours,  was  not  severe  and  did  no  lasting 
damage.  The  carrier  state  from  this  organism  is  slight. 

The  mistake  here  was  in  not  heating  the  meat  to  a high  temper- 
ature to  ibegin  with,  after  which  it  should  have  been  eaten  within 
the  hour  or  refrigerated  right  away.  This  is  essential  as  meat  can 
be  contaminated  with  this  organism  in  the  abattoir,  the  organism 
being  a normal  inhabitant  of  the  cow’s  intestine.  The  catering 
supervisors  were  duly  informed  of  their  error  in  technique  and 
made  aware  of  the  correct  methods  of  avoiding  food  poisoning  by 
talks,  posters  and  other  health  education  material. 

SALMONELLA  TYPHI-MURIUM 

Persistent  gastro-enteritis  in  two  children  on  a farm  in  a 
village  was,  after  investigation,  diagnosed  .as  being  caused  by  a 
food  poisoninig  organism  Salmonella  typhi-murium  Phage  type  12a. 

Further  investigation  revealed  that  sixteen  people  living  in  or 
near  to  the  farm  and  obtaining  milk  supplies  there  were  excreting 
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the  organism.  Some  had  been  ill  in  varying  degrees,  but  some  had 
no  syrnptoms.  The  fact  that  phage  type  1 2a  is  a rare  one  to  find  in 
this  area  and  also  because  it  was  believed  to  be  non-bovine  in  origin 
delayed  the  finding  of  the  cause  for  a time. 

However,  faecal  swabs  of  all  milk  cows  were  taken  and  a bulk 
samiple  of  milk.  This  showed  that  5 of  the  herd  were  excreting 
the  organism  and  one  was  actually  excreting  iit  in  the  milk. 

All  milk  was,  therefore,  sent  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  for 
pasteurisation — ^which  kills  the  organism. 

Intensive  treatment  of  the  animals  was  undertaken  by  a private 
veterinary  surgeon 

The  outbreak  was  contained  by  these  merhods  but  clearance 
of  all  people  affected  took  several  weeks,  requiring  many  journeys 
and  many  samples.  To  people  physically  fit,  but  carrying  the 
organism  and  thus  a possible  danger  to  others,  the  restrictions  im- 
posed were  irksome.  In  some  cases,  where  persuasion  failed,  the 
law  was  invoked. 

The  ramifications  of  the  outbreak  were  more  worrying  than 
the  actual  event  itself,  which  can  be  controlled.  One  villager,  in- 
fected and  excreting  the  organism,  but  not  ill,  worked  as  an  ice- 
cream salesman  on  a mobile  van.  He  was  excluded  from  food 
handling,  and  compensation  for  loss  of  wages  paid  by  this  authority 
for  six  weeks. 

Salinonellosis  is  not  a notifiable  veterinary  disease  and  no 
‘stand-still  order’  can  be  placed  on  an  animal  even  though  infected 
and  known  to  be  a possible  danger  to  humans.  By  accident  this 
department  learned  that  one  week  after  the  outbreak  started  and 
after  the  cows  had  been  tested,  one  animal  was  sold  at  the  auction. 
Eventually  with  the  help  of  the  officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture the  animal  was  tracked  down  after  seve’'al  changes  of  owner- 
ship to  a town  in  Yorkshire.  All  that  could  be  done  there  was  to 
make  sure  that  the  milk  from  the  animal  was  heat  treated. 

One  of  the  many  investigations  carried  out  to  tp^  and  deter- 
mine the  source  of  the  infection  on  the  farm  resulted  in  the  discov- 
ery of  organisms  of  phage  type  12a  in  the  dusty  remains  of  dried 
animal  food  in  a sack — ^the  contents  of  which  had  been  used  some 
weeks  previously.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  in  the  sack  were 
mouse  droppings,  and  At  is  accepted  that  mice  are  carriers  of  this 
disease,  but  there  is  a school  of  thought  that  would  have  no  doubt 
that  the  vehicle  of  infection  was  the  dried  animal  food. 

Two  minor  outbreaks  occurred  during  the  year,  both  identified 
with  phage  type  12a.  Both  were  connect^  with  fairms,  but  similar 
investigations  did  not  produce  the  positive  results  we  obtained  in 
the  fir^  outbreak  described. 

These  cases  illustrate  the  possible  dangers  where  milk  is  sold 
without  being  p>asteurised. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS,  1963 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFICATIONS,  1963 
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Table  showing  Rainfall  in  inches,  in  1963,  compiled  from  observers  in  various  parts 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  1963 


To  the  Chairman  .and  Members  of  the 
Cockermouth  Rural  Ehstrict  Council. 

Mir.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  this  my  tenth  Annual  Report  I am  unable  to  resist  making 
special  comment  on  the  subject  of  public  conveniences. 

I suppose  I 'should  not  carp  over  the  result  of  the  Public 
Enquiry  conceming  the  provision  of  convenience  at  Quayfoot, 
Borrowdale.  It  is  an  example  of  democracy  at  work.  But  I have 
a lingering  feeling  that  it  is  also  an  example  of  how  the  interets 
of  the  few  can  frustrate  the  benefit  to  the  many. 

However,  the  problem  now  remaining  is  how  to  make  satis- 
factory alternative  iprovision,  and  this,  I hope,  will  soon  be  settled. 

I would  acknowledge,  as  always,  the  iCO-op>eration  and  amicable 
relations  between  the  Health  Department,  Members  of  the  Councd 
and  the  staff  of  other  departments. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


ROWLAND  E.  DUNN, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


1963 


1.  NEW  BUILDING 

The  following  table  shows  the  houses  built  in  each  post-war 
year : — 


Year 

Privately 

Council 

1946 

17 

30 

1947 

24 

108 

1948 

16 

154 

1949 

11 

88 

1950 

5 

110 

1951 

20 

54 

1952 

20 

64 

1953 

19 

70 

1954 

35 

82 

1955 

26 

74 

1956 

20 

18 

1957 

30 

30 

1958 

26 

56 

1959 

79 

43 

1960 

102 

21 

1961 

113 

68 

1962 

86 

11 

1963 

83 

97 

The  number  of  private  houses  being  built'  is  •diecMning,  for, 
although  83  houses  have  been  completed,  only  47  remain  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year,  compared  with  97  at  the  close 
of  1962.  Tihe  reduction  is  mainly  at  Seaton. 

Compared  with  this  reduction  in  private  house  building  the 
figures  for  Council  house  completions  is  a vast  improvement  on 
previous  years — 97  houses  were  completed.  It  so  happens,  of 
course,  that  many  of  the  houses  completed  in  the  spring  of  1963 
were  expected  to  be  ready  in  1962,  so  that  the  large  number  of 
completions  in  1963  should  be  set  off  against  the  small  numiber  in' 
1962. 

The  position  at  31st  December,  1963,  was  as  follows  : 

BROUGHTON  : The  ‘Kirklea’  estate  is  now  completed,  the  final  63 
houses  having  been  completed  in  1963. 

GILCRUX  : 8 houses  named  ‘The  Forelands’  were  completed  during 
the  year. 

GREAT  CLIFTON  : 10  of  the  30  houses  being  built  at  ‘Riverside’ 
have  been  completed  during  December,  the  rest  will  follow  during 
the  first  months  of  1964. 

WELFARE  ASSISTED  BUNGALOWS  : 15  bungalows  and  a warden’s 
house  have  been  completed  at  Papcastle,  and  were  occupied  and 
officially  opened  in  October,  1963. 

DEARHAM  : Plans  for  the  extension  of  the  Browside  Road  site 
are  not  yet  in  final  form.  There  is  room  on  the  site  for  approx- 
imately 46  houses  and  bungalows. 

The  final  plans  for  Chapel  Fold  redevelopment  have  been 
approved.  It  is  now  proposed  to  site  9 houses  on  this  land. 

7 bungalows  are  in  course  of  erection  on  the  School  Lane  site. 
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COMPLETIONS  IN  1963 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  houses  comipleted  in 
the  various  months  of  1963  : — 


Villages  Jan  Feb.  March  April  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec.  Total 


Broughton  — 2 10  12  816  3 6 6 — — 63 

Gt.  Clifton  — — — — — — — 10  10 

Gilcrux  — — — 8 — — — — — — 8 

Papcastle  — — — — — — — 

Privately  18  — 2 21  1 — 2 22  — 7 10  83 


Villages  where  houses  were  built 
during  the  year ; 


Council  Papcastle  ...  16 

N.E.H.A.  Broughton  ...  63 

Gt.  Clifton  ...  10 

Gilcrux  ...  8 

Privately  Bassenthwaite  ...  1 

Borrowdale  ...  3 

Branthwaite  ...  5 

Broughton  ...  1 

Dearham  ...  1 

Eaglesfield  ...  1 

Embleton  ...  4 

Grange  1 

Greysouthen  ...  1 

Lorton  1 

Newlands  ...  2 

Portinscale  ...  4 

Prospect  2 

St.  Helens  ...  1 

Seaton  52 

Underskiddaw  ...  2 

Waterloo  Farm  ...  1 


Villages  where  house  building  is 
in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year  : 


N.E.H.A.  Dearham  . . . 

Gt.  Clifton 

Privately  Bassenthwaite 
Braithwaite 
Branthwaite 
Brigham  ... 
Crosby 
Dearham  ... 
Embleton 
Grange 
Portinscale 
Seaton 

Thornthwaite 
Waterloo  Farm 
Winscales  ... 


7 

20 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

1 

12 

15 

1 

1 

1 


HOUSES  OWNED  BY  THE  COUNCIL 


Pre-war 

1921 

Belle  Vue  

8 

1937 

Braithwaite  (Croft  Terrace) 

4 

1926 

Broughton  (Coldghyll  Avenue)  ... 

12 

1927 

Great  Clifton  (Gatehead) 

36 

1936 

Great  Clifton  (The  Gavels) 

12 

1925 

Prospect  (Sea  View)  

12 

1922 

Seaton  (Derwent  Avenue) 

28 

1922 

Seaton  (Lowca  Lane)  

12 

Total  

124 

Post-war 

1957-8 

Broughton  Moor  (Heatherfields)  . . 

66 

1963 

Papcastle  (Castle  Gardens) 

16 

1948 

Seaton  (Princess  Av.  & Kings  Av.) 

34 

Total  

116 

Old  houses 

1951 

Furnace  Row,  Winscales  

11 

bought  and  1956 

Solway  Mount,  Crosby  

2 

improved 

Total  

13 

Total  houses  owned  by  the  Council 


124 


116 


13 

253  253 
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HOUSES  BUILT  AND  OWNED  BY  THE  N.E.H.A, 


Pre-war 

1938 

Braithwaite  (Croft  Terrace) 

6 

1939 

Broughton  (Grange  Avenue) 

20 

1938 

Great  Clifton  (The  Gavels) 

28 

1940 

Seaton  (Barncroft  Avenue) 

24 

War-time 

1943 

Broughton  Moor  (llie  Avenue) 

32 

(flat  roof) 

1943 

Dearham  (Croft  Crescent) 

40 

1944 

Great  Clifton  (Bowflatts)  ... 

70 

1942 

Seaton  (Barncroft  Av.  & Kennedy  Rd.) 

50 

War-time 

1944 

Crosby  (East  End)  

2 

(agricul- 

1944 

Pardshaw  (The  Lea) 

2 

tural) 

1944 

Piumbland  (Morningside) 

2 

Total 

276 

Post-war 

1950 

Allerby  (Green  End) 

2 

1950 

Applethwaite  (Raven  Lane) 

4 

1948 

Bassenthwaite  (The  Avenue) 

6 

1961 

Bassenthwaite  (The  Green) 

5 

1949 

Bassenthwaite  (Lilac  Cottages) 

2 

1948 

Bassenthwaite  (The  Orchard) 

6 

1949 

Blindcrake  (The  Oaks) 

4 

1948 

Bothel  (The  Croft)  

12 

1954 

Braithwaite  (Longcroft) 

14 

1952 

Bridekirk  (Springwell) 

2 

1950-53 

Brigham  (The  Hill) 

32 

1948-53 

Brigham  (Hill  Crescent) 

20 

1949-53 

Broughton  (Ghyllbank) 

96 

1963 

Broughton  (Kirklea) 

72 

1947 

Broughton  Moor  (Moorfields) 

32 

1948 

Camerton  (Greenend) 

2 

1955 

Camerton  (Kirkland) 

6 

1948 

Camerton  (Meadow  Croft) 

4 

1959-61 

Crosby  (Parkside)  

30 

1946 

Crosby  (Suncroft)  

30 

1950 

Crosscanonby  (The  Garth) 

2 

1948 

Deanscales  (The  Hill) 

6 

1981-62 

Dearham  (Browside  Rd.  & Greenlands 

Road)  

24 

1953 

Dearham  (Row  Brow) 

6 

1947-49 

Dearham  (Towncroft) 

78 

1963 

Gilcrux  (Tbe  Forelands) 

8 

1950 

Gilcrux  (The  Garth) 

2 

1054 

Great  Clifton  (Clifton  Lodge) 

45 

1955 

Great  Clifton  (Greengarth) 

68 

1960 

Great  Clifton  (Lowther  Street) 

4 

1963 

Great  Clifton  (Riverside)  ... 

10 

1950 

Great  Clifton  (Stoneycroft) 

44 

1951-58 

Greysouthen  (Went  Meadows) 

20 

1954 

Little  Clifton  (The  Garth) 

2 

1947 

Little  Clifton  (Valley  View) 

32 

1953 

Lorton  (Broomcroft) 

4 

1956 

Oughterside  (Meadow  Bank) 

18 

1949 

Oughterside  (School  Terrace) 

4 

1949 

Piumbland  (The  Muslins)  ... 

20 

1952 

Rosthwaite  (Middlehow) 

12 

1958 

Seaton  (Brookside)  

12 

1947-61 

Seaton  (Hunters  Drive  area) 

254 

1952 

Winscales  (Meadowvale) 

2 

Total 

1058 

Total  houses  built  and  owned  by  the  N.E.H.A. 
Total  Houses  belonging  to  the  N.E.H.A.  and  R.D.  Council 


276 


1058 

1334 

1334 

...  1587 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the  number  of  applica- 
tions for  grants  increased  this  year.  Ihis  may,  in  some  measure, 
be  due  to  the  vigorous  propaganda  waged  recently  to  spread  the 
knowledge  as  widely  as  possible. 

YEAR 

DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 
Approved  Completed 

STANDARD  GRANTS 
Approved  Completed 

1950 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1951 

5 

2 

— 

_ 

1952 

11 

8 

— 

1953 

8 

5 

— 

— 

1954 

20 

14 

— 

— 

1955 

33 

23 

— 

— 

1956 

32 

38 

— 

— 

1957 

32 

20 

— 

— 

1958 

42 

45 

— 

— 

1959 

54 

42 

9 

1960 

44 

42 

18 

14 

1961 

62 

51 

12 

14 

1962 

36 

45 

4 

10 

1963 

50 

44 

12 

5 

Totals 

431 

379 

55 

43 

3.  SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

During  1963,  19  houses  were  closed  following  action  under 
the  Housing  Acts,  and  6 were  demolished — all  by  their  owneirs. 

The  slum-cleairance  programme  published  in  1955  has  now 
been  virtually  completed.  Of  the  144  houses  included,  only  8 have 
not  been  dealt  with  in  some  way,  mainly  because  of  isolated 
situations  making  rehousing  of  the  present  occupiers  difficult. 

The  programme  has  been  carried  out  as  follows  : 

Improved,  added  to  adjoining  houses  or  converted  to  other  uses  26 
Orders  or  Undertakings  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  HO 

Carried  forward  to  new  slum  clearance  programme  ...  8 

Slum-clearance  is  a continuous  process,  however,  and  does  not 
end  when  the  worst  houses  in  the  district  have  oeen  dealt  with. 

Other  houses  have,  since  1955,  become  classified  as  slum 
praperty. 

Neglect  and  structural  deterioration  have  contributed  in  some 
cases,  but  tlie  main  reason  why  it  is  necessary  to  list  further  houses 
as  unfit  is  not  that  the  houses  are  so  much  worse  than  in  1955,  but 
that  the  standard  expected  in  a fit  house  is  continually  rising,  so 
that  houses  regarded  as  merely  poor  in  1955  are  now  regarded  as 
condemnable. 

An  estimate  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Gov- 
ernment has  stated  that  at  least  91  houses  are  now  so  lacking  in 
amenities  or  in  such  a condition  as  to  be  ‘unfit  and  incapable  of 
being  made  fit  at  a reasonable  cost’.  This  figure  will  form  the  basis 
for  slum-clearance  for  the  next  ten  years  and  will  be  added  to  from 
time  to  time. 
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Housing  Appendix 


STATISTICS 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts)  80 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  182 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head 

(1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 
(Brought  up  to  date)  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  and  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  13 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  58 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  63 

S Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  29  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  , 0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  ; 

(a)  By  owners  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under^ Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  1 

(b)  By  Local  authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  23  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  , 14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  6 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ; — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  0 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITATION 


PARISH 

AREA 

IN 

ACRES 

TOTAL 

HOUSES 

ESTIMATE 

OF 

POPULA- 

TION 

REFUSE 

Houses 
served  by 
collection 

Above  Derwent 

14756 

454 

1388 

454 

Allerby,  &c. 

2382 

187 

585 

187 

Bassenthwaite 

6915 

138 

460 

132 

Bewaldeth 

2631 

12 

45 

12 

Blindcrake 

6901 

102 

286 

100 

Bothel 

3390 

97 

286 

95 

Bridekirk 

4799 

138 

761 

136 

Broughton 

1360 

547 

1502 

547 

Broughton  Moor 

1736 

307 

934 

305 

Blindbothel 

4499 

54 

162 

44 

Borrowdale 

16663 

151 

725 

146 

Brigham 

1759 

266 

787 

264 

Buttermere 

11231 

44 

197 

41 

Camerton 

1402 

67 

192 

67 

Clifton,  Great 

997 

512 

1592 

512 

Clifton,  Little 

1080 

159 

405 

159 

Crosscanonby 

2398 

358 

913 

355 

Dearham 

2149 

568 

1671 

568 

Dean 

8527 

238 

718 

232 

Embleton 

3951 

104 

307 

104 

GUcrux 

2017 

113 

369 

108 

Greysouthen 

1646 

160 

504 

160 

Lorton 

5501 

105 

271 

98 

Loweswater 

9411 

66 

167 

60 

Papcastle 

1108 

117 

325 

117 

Plumbland 

2568 

157 

440 

153 

Seaton 

2040 

1269 

3638 

1269 

St.  Johns 

19481 

161 

486 

145 

Setmurthy 

3298 

44 

160 

39 

Underskiddaw 

8711 

109 

323 

109 

Winscales 

2652 

60 

205 

51 

Wythop 

3353 

22 

76 

16 

TOTALS 

161312 

6886 

20880 

6784 
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GIRCUNISTANCES  OF  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLY 

SEWERING 

PARISH 

Houses 

supplied 

from 

public 

mains 

Estimate 
of  pop. 
supplied 
by  public 
mains 

Houses 
con- 
nected to 
public 
sewer 

Houses 

with 

private 

septic 

tanks 

Houses 

without 

rnodern 

sanita- 

tion 

389 

1192 

309 

137 

8 

Above  Derwent 

187 

585 

170 

15 

2 

Allerby,  &c. 

88 

295 

65 

58 

15 

Bassenthwaite 

9 

34 

— 

12 

— 

Bewaldeth 

89 

250 

71 

21 

10 

Blindcrake 

92 

272 

86 

8 

3 

Bothel 

136 

754 

99 

31 

8 

Bridekirk 

547 

1502 

495 

52 

— 

Broughton 

307 

934 

268 

32 

7 

Broughton  Moor 

25 

75 

— 

41 

13 

Blindbothel 

78 

375 

79 

71 

1 

Borrowdale 

265 

783 

208 

57 

1 

Brigham 

9 

36 

— 

42 

2 

Buttermere 

67 

192 

50 

13 

4 

Camerton 

507 

1577 

504 

4 

4 

Clifton,  Great 

159 

405 

158 

— 

1 

Clifton,  Little 

351 

888 

341 

12 

5 

Crosscanonby 

564 

1657 

528 

27 

13 

Dearham 

230 

695 

182 

38 

18 

Dean 

81 

240 

50 

44 

10 

Embleton 

113 

369 

88 

24 

1 

Gilcrux 

160 

504 

113 

46 

1 

Greysouthen 

76 

196 

77 

19 

9 

Lorton 

10 

25 

10 

42 

14 

Loweswater 

116 

321 

108 

9 

— 

Papcastle 

154 

429 

136 

13 

8 

Plumbland 

1267 

3631 

1234 

30 

5 

Seaton 

3 

12 

49 

97 

15 

St.  Johns 

30 

109 

12 

27 

5 

Setmurthy 

77 

228 

67 

34 

8 

Underskiddaw 

56 

191 

29 

24 

7 

Winscales 

9 

31 

2 

17 

3 

Wythop 

6250 

18,787 

5588 

1097 

201 

TOTALS 
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SEWERAGE 


PARISH 

Houses 

in 

Parish 

Village  Sewerage 
Schemes 

Type  of 
Outfall 

Houses 

Sewered 

Above  Derwent 

454 

Braithwaite 

T 

162 

Portinscale 

T 

116 

Thornthwaite 

T 

31 

Allerby  and 

187 

Allerby 

T 

25 

Oughterby 

Oughterside 

T 

13i) 

West  Moor  End 

T 

8 

Bassenthwaite 

137 

Bassenthwaite 

T 

65 

Bewaldeth 

12 

— 

— 

Blindcrake 

102 

Blindcrake 

T 

46 

Redmain 

T 

11 

Sunderland 

T 

14 

Bothel 

97 

Bothel 

T 

73 

Threapland 

T 

13 

Bridekirk 

138 

Bridekirk 

T 

17 

TaUantire 

T 

43 

Dovenby 

T 

33 

Brigham 

266 

Brigham 

T 

173 

Broughton  Cross 

T 

3b 

Broughton 

547 

Broughton 

T 

495 

Broughton  Moor 

307 

Broughton  Moor 

T 

247 

Harker  Marsh 

T 

21 

Blindbothel 

54 

— 

— 

Borrowdale 

151 

Rosthwaite 

T 

35 

Grange 

T 

31 

Stonethwaite 

T 

13 

Buttermere 

44 

— 

— 

Camerton 

67 

Camerton 

T 

50 

Clifton,  Great 

512 

Great  Clifton 

T 

496 

Crossbarrow 

T 

8 

Clifton,  Little 

159 

Little  Clifton 

T 

158 

Crosscanonby 

358 

Crosby  Villa 

T 

56 

Crosscanonby  and 

Crosby 

T 

239 

Birkby 

T 

14 

BullgRl 

T 

8 

‘S.O.’  Outfall  untreated  to  sea. 


‘T’.  Outfall  to  Treatment  Works. 
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SCHEMES 


PARISH 

Houses 

in 

Parish 

Village  Sewerage 
Schemes 

Type  of 
Outfall 

Houses 

Sewered 

Dearham 

568 

Dearham 

T 

528 

Dean 

239 

Dean 

T 

27 

Deanscales 

T 

28 

Eaglesfield 

T 

53 

Pardshaw 

T 

16 

Ullock 

T 

24 

Branthwaite 

T 

34 

Embleton 

104 

Embleton 

T 

50 

Gilcrux 

113 

Gilcrux 

T 

77 

Greengill 

T 

11 

Greysouthen 

160 

Greysouthen 

T 

113 

Lorton 

105 

Lorton 

T 

77 

Loweswater 

66 

Mockerkin 

T 

10 

Papcastle 

117 

Papcastle 

T 

83 

Belle  Vue 

T 

25 

Plumbland 

157 

Ellen  Villa 

T 

9 

Plumbland 

T 

116 

WardhaU 

T 

11 

Seaton 

1269 

Seaton 

S.O. 

1234 

St.  Johns 

161 

Threlkeld  Quarry 

T 

49 

Setmurthy 

44 

Dubwath 

T 

13 

Underskiddaw 

109 

Millbeck 

Applethwaite  and 

T 

67 

Thrushwood 

Winscales 

60 

Furnace  Row  and  1 

T 

Winscales  Ave.  j 

r 

Wythop 

22 

Wythop  Mill  (part 

of  Embleton  Scheme) 

T 

2 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  of  the  West  Cumiberland  Water 
Board,  Mir.  J.  P.  WiMiamson,  for  tihe  information  extracted  from  his 
annual  report. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  proiposal  of  the  Board  to  affect  the 
Cockermouith  Rural  Ddstiict  is  that  in  wihich  a third  main  was  to'  be 
laid  from  Crummock  Lake.  A four  day  Public  Enquiry  was  held  in 
October,  with  two  Ministry  Insipectors  in  attendance.  The  principle 
of  additional  extraction  was  not  seriously  in  contention,  but  the 
siting  of  part  of  the  surface  buildings,  including  dwellings  for  work- 
men, was  bitterly  opposed. 

Completion  of  the  work  of  laying  a main  from  Stainburn  to 
Seaton  has  made  an  adequate  supply  available  in  Seaton,  and  a start 
has  been  made  on  a new  12”  main  from  Hayborough  to  Crosby. 

Proposals  have  been  made  for  the  laying  of  mains  between 
Bewaldeth  and  Bassenthwaite,  between  Winscales  and  Branthwaite, 
and  for  an  extension  of  the  Hause  Ghyll  supply  to  Simderland. 

WATER  SAMPLES 

The  following  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  years  : — 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Public  Schemes : 

Dearham  t 

Broughton  ...  6 3 

Private  Schemes : 8 9 

Taken  by  the  West  Cumberland 

Water  Board : ...  ...  20  16 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  public  convenience  at  Grange  in  Borrowdale  continued  to 
be  used  extensively,  and  once  again  no  vandalism  ihas  marred  the 
fittings  or  decor  even  though  the  building  is  not  overlooked  by  any 

house.  . . 

Near  the  Lodore  Hotel  the  construction  of  a similar  building 

(except  that  it  is  not  built  in  local  stone)  was  started  and  com- 
pleted, though  opening  was  delayed  until  the  spring  of  1964. 

In  September,  a public  enquiry  took  place  over  the  Council’s 
proposal  to  provide  a public  convenience  at  Quayfoot  Quarry  in 
Borrowdale.  The  result  went  against  the  Council  so  that  the  thous^ 
ands  who  -park  vehicles  in  that  area  and  those  who  visit  Bowder 
Stone  will  have  to  -continue  to  shift  for  themselves  a little  longer, 
and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the  caves  and  bushes  as  before. 

SEWAGE 

Laying  of  new  sewers  to  drain  the  scattered  Thomthwaite  area 
has  been  completed  and  already  more  than  85%  of  the  properties 

are  connected.  . 

This  compared  favourably  with  some  other  areas  sewered  in 
recent  years,  where  owners  have  shown  a marked  reluctance  to 
connect  to  the  new  system. 
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REf-UlE  COLLECTION 


Alltel- a massiiiio  a great  deal  oi  lin formation  during  the  previous 
■twelve  months,  the  Council’s  Engineer  was  the  prime  mover  in  the 
submission  of  a report  on  the  paper  sack  system  of  refuse  collection 
and  storage. 

From  the  public  health  and  most  other  viewpoimts  the  paper 
sack  system  is  away  ahead  of  others  yet  devised,  but  financially, 
particularly  when  coimpaired  with  the  current  kerbside  collection, 
it  immediately  becomes  prohibitive. 

Nevertheless,  a small  pilot  scheme  for  the  paper  sack  system 
was  started  at  the  grouped  dwellings  for  old  people  at  Papcastle, 
and  this  has  p.roved  excellent  in  the  special  circumstances  there. 


MEAT 


FOOD 


The  three  slaughterhouses  located  in  the  Rural  District  have 
continued  to  operate  with  a regular  pattern  of  slaughtering  which 
has  facilitated  a happy  routine  of  meat  inspection  without  over- 
time or  weekend  work.  Conditions  in  the  premises  have  mainly 
been  found  to  be  satisfactory  although  the  occasional  complaint  has 
had  to  be  made  to  keep  employees  ‘on  their  toes’. 

Atithe  end  of  October  a private  abattoir  was  opened  in  Cocker- 
mouth  Urban  District  by  the  local  auction  company.  Centrally 
situated  and  attractively  equipped,  this  venture  is  bound  to  detract 
somewhat  from  the  modem  public  abattoir  in  nearby  Mary  port, 
where  there  is  nO'  auction  mart. 

On  the  1st  October  there  came  into  operation  M'eat  Inspection 
Regulations  which,  very  briefly,  made  meat  inspection  obligatory 
on  local  authorities  and  requir^  100%  inspection  and  marking  with 
the  inspector’s  stamp.  It  was  also  permitted  for  the  local  authority 
to  make  a charge  for  inspection,  but  this  Council,  very  wisely  in 
m.y  opinion,  decided  to  make  no  charge. 

The  effect  of  this  legislation  upon  the  inspectorate  was  hardly 
noticeable  except  in  the  additional  time  taken  to  stamp  the  carcases 
of  meat,  as  100%  inspection  has  been  maintained  since  private 
slaughtering  recommenced  in  1954. 

ICE  CREAM 

Under  Section  16  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955,  forty-four 
premises  are  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  and 
one  for  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  that  commodity. 

There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  tendency  for  ice  cream  man- 
ufacturers to  conoeni  themselves  only  with  the  sale  of  their  product, 
no  mention  being  made  by  them  to  the  retailer  of  the  necessity  of 
registering  the  premises  with  the  local  authority.  Indeed,  no  duty 
of  revealing  this  is  laid  on  the  manufacturer,  so  that  it  falls  to  this 
department  to  find  out  who  is  selling  icecream,  despite  the  legal 
responsibility  of  the  retailer  to  seek  registration. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SLAUGHTERING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1963 


Bullocks  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 


Total  number  killed  

320 

406 

— 1,676 

443 

a.  All  diseases  except  tuberculosis 

(1)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 2 

— 

(2)  Part  carcase  or  organs  condemned 

14 

26 

— 23 

4 

(3)  Percentage  affected  with  diseases 

other  than  T.B 

4.37 

6.65 

— 1.49 

0.9 

b.  Tuberculosis  only 

(1)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— — 

(2)  Part  carcase  or  organs  condemned 

1 

— 

— — 

17 

(3)  Percentage  affected  with  T.B. 

0.31 

— 

— — 

3.83 

A total  of  2,845  carcases  were  inspected  during  the  year  — 100%  inspection. 
The  causes  of  condemnation  were  as  follows ; — 


BULLOCKS  : 1 head  and  tongue— ituberculosis. 

13  livers — cirrhosis. 

1 liver — abcesses. 


COWS  AND 

HEIFERS  : 21  livers — cirrhosis. 

3 livers — abcesses. 

1 liver— cavernous  angioma. 

1 whole  carcase — oedematous,  iUset,  illbled,  and  peritonitis. 
1 calf  and  oalfbed— immaturity. 

SHEEP:  16  livers — ^fascioliasis. 

7 livers — cirrhosis. 

1 whole  carcase— illset,  illbled,  jaundice. 

1 whole  carcase — pregnancy  toxaemia. 

PIGS  : 17  heads  and  tongues— tuberculosis. 

3 livers — ^milk  spot. 

1 liver- multiple  degenerated  cysts. 
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MILK 


No  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  specifically  on  behalf  of 
the  County  CcunciJ  within  the  terms  of  the  Milk  (Special  Desig- 
nation) Regulations  1960.  Those  samples  that  have  been  taken  as 
routine  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  enteritis  have  all  been 
satisfactory  and  have  not  been  considered  lesponsible  for  any  of 
these  incidents. 

Dealers  premises  have  again  been  found  to  be  satisfactory  al- 
though in  most  cases  to  term  them  dairies  is  something  of  a mis- 
nomer when  their  sole  function  is  for  the  overnight  storage  of 
scaled  bottles  and  where  never  a drop  of  milk  is  spilt. 

That  mechanical  milk  dealer,  the  milk  vending  machine,  has 
not  yet  made  its  appearance  in  the  rural  area,  but  this  department 
has  been  concerned  about  one  sited  outside  the  district  and  supplied 
by  a dealer  from  the  rural  district.  The  complaint  was  in  respect 
of  dirty  cartons,  but  investigation  showed  that  overheating  of  the 
electrical  sealing  element  was  burning  the  wax  coating  of  the 
carton  and  causing  blackening. 

OTHER  FOODS 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned  as  unfit : 

One  12  oz.  can  of  Corned  Beef. 

One  1 2 oz.  can  of  Minced  Beef  Loaf. 

One  1 lb.  can  Corned  Beef. 

Two  14  oz.  can  of  Pears. 


BAKEHOUSES 

Four  bakehouses  remain  in  operation,  and  they  repeatedly 
demonstate  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  on  inspection.  One  of 
the  four  ceased  to  operate  for  several  months  during  illness  of  the 
proprietor,  but  was  again  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


SHOPS  AND  CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

Inspections  of  these  premises  continue  to  be  fewer  than  one 
would  desire,  but  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  vast  majority 
of  these  businesses  are  adequately  equipped,  at  least  equal  to  the 
standards  required  by  the  Regulations.  Much  therefore  remains  at 
the  mercy  of  the  staff  and  who  better  to  measure  their  shortcominjgs 
than  the  regular  customer  ? It  is,  of  course,  a sad  fact  that  the 
majority  of  customers  are  disinclined  to  protest,  and,  indeed  one  can 
appreciate  the  difficulties  in  a rural  district  where  there  may  be 
no  alternative  to  the  shopkeeper  one  complains  of.  This  is,  of 
course,  one  of  the  reasons  why  official  inspections  by  local  authority 
officers  must  be  maintained. 
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CONTROL  OF  PESTS 


The  Department’s  activity  in  connection  with  rats  and  mice 
has  tended  to  be  on  a reduced  scale,  and  the  yeajr  under  review 
shows  the  lowest  incidence  of  rodent  infestation  since  1959  when 
the  Ministry  withdrew  their  financial  support  for  anti-rat  activities. 

It  would  be  unwise  to  draw  any  conclusions  from  this  low  set 
of  figures.  Rats  and  mice  are,  like  the  poor,  always  with  us,  and 
any  reduction  in  numibers  is  likely  to  be  only  transient. 

Ants  proved  to  be  the  most  troublesome  of  the  insect  pests 
rftquired  to  t>e  dealt  with  and,  strangely  enough.  Council  houses 
seemed  most  prone  to  attack  by  these  industrious  battalions. 
Fortunately,  scientists  have  enabled  us  to  act  effectively  in  this  field, 
and  we  can  probably  claim  100%  of  satisfied  customers. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

In  December  1963  arrangements  were  in  hand  for  the  removal 
of  a 70  year  old  man  to  a Welfare  Home  when  it  was  found  that 
he  had  been  taken  ill  and  removed  to  hospital  where  he  died. 

Also  abortive  was  one  application  for  burial  at  the  Council’s 
expense,  which  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

Part  1 — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

1.  No.  of  Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

2.  No.  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates  

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  

4.  No.  of  Undertakings  given  by  Landlords 

5.  No.  of  Undertakings  refused 

6.  No.  of  Certificates  issued  

Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellations  of  Certificates 

7 Applications  by  Landlords  for  Cancellation 

8.  Objections  by  Tenants  to  Cancellation  

9.  Decision  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 

objections  

10.  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  
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FACTORIES 


A total  of  45  factories  are  entered  in  the  Factories  Registe,r, 
43  of  these  being  equipped  with  power-driven  machinery. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  various  trades  or  processes 
carried  out ; 


Joinery  and  Sawmilling 
Motor  Vehicle  Repairs 
Blacksmithing 
Baking 

Heavy  Engineering 

Railway  Wagon  Repairs 

Railway  Wagon  Scrapping 

Laundry 

Welding 

Slaughtering 

Meat  Products 

Brickmaking 

Poultry  Dressing 

General  Fitting 

Car  Breaking 

Water  Treatment 


Powered  Non-powered 
19  — 

8 — 

1 — 

3 — 

1 — 

— 1 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

3 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 


Building  sites  apart,  5 inspections  have  been  recorded  as 
carried  out  Sipecifically  under  the  Factories  Act,  and  of  these, 
4 were  inspections  of  bakehouses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  under  the  Factories 
Act,  1961,  in  this  district  at  the  end  of  1963  : 


(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sects.  1, 
2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  the  local  authority 

No.  on 
register 

2 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

Defects 

found 

Defects 

remedied 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Sect.  7 in  en- 
forced by  the  local  authority 

43 

5 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which 
Sect.  7 is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority 

9 

27 

TOTALS 

54 

32 

— 

— 

— 

(Note  : Section  1 refers  to  cleanliness,  2 to  overcrowding,  3 to  temperature, 
4 to  ventilation,  6 to  drainage  of  floors,  7 to  sanitary  conveniencies). 


OUTWORK 
(Sections  1 10  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out- 

_ workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 
llOdXc) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(4) 

. No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Textile 

weaving 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

17 
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CARAVANNING 

Only  one  new  licence,  for  ten  caravans,  has  been  issued  during 
the  year,  making  a further  reduction  on  new  applications  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year. 

The  caravan  now  presents  little  problem  in  this  district.  'Oie 
minor  exception  is  the  person  who  makes  an  overnight  halt  on 
unofficial  lay-byes.  This  is  a freedom  one  would  not  seriously  wish 
to  curtail,  but  as  with  all  privileges,  there  is  a minority  of  anti- 
social persons  whose  abuse  can  only  lead  to  withdrawal  of  others’ 
freedom.  This  criticism  could  be  particularly  applied  to  gy]^es. 
Fortunately  the  district  is  not  over-subjected  to  their  visitations, 
but  one  group  who  occupied  the  entrance  to  a green  lane  not  far 
from  Cockermouth  withdrew  after  a few  days  leaving  the  place  in 
a most  disgusting  condition. 

CAMPING 

The  year’s  working  of  the  ‘Registered  Sites’  Scheme  in  Bor- 
rowdale  was  somewhat  marred  by  a qomplaint  which  arose  in  an 
area  not  included  in  the  scheme.  A so-called  ‘organised’  party  had 
made  use  of  land  in  Troutdale,  ostensibly  reserv^  for  Scouts,  and 
apart  from  arriving  drunk  on  the  site  late  at  night,  they  had 
distributed  their  filth  all  round  the  valley,  even  to  the  extent  of 
interfering  with  a private  water  supply. 

The  address  of  one  of  the  principals  in  the  party  was  found 
and  he  was  written  to,  but  his  reply  was  almost  a complete  denial 
of  his  responsibility,  and  it  seemed  hardly  worth  while  pursuing 
the  matter. 

Elsewhere  in  Borrowdale  all  reports  indicate  that  camping  is 
better  organised  and  creating  far  less  trouble  than  in  the  past. 
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SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  OF  INSPECTION  DURING  1963 

Ashplace,  ashbins  

Burials  

Caravan  and  Camping  Sites 28 

Cesspools,  sewage  tanks  5 

Closets : Water  c 

Pail  ;;;  ;;;  ;;;  _ 

Privy-middens  ^ 

Dairies,  milkshops,  milkstores  3 

Dangerous  structures 7 

Drains  Inspected  15 

Tested  ’’’ 

Dykes  and  watercourses  4 

Factories  5 

Flooding  4 

Food  poisoning 92 

Food  & Drugs  Acts:  Bakehouses  ...  4 

Butchers  Shops  5 

Fish  Shops 1 

Greengrocers  2 

Grocers  14 

Ice-cream  premises  1 

Restaurant  kitchens  1 

Other  foodshops  18 

Slaughterhouses  ...  304 

Food  Inspections  1 

Mobile  Food  Vans 9 

Houses  Inspected  : Defects  P.H.A.  and  H.A 80 

For  overcrowding  

Improvement  grants 167 

Housing  allocations  435 

Infectious  diseases  7 

Infectious  diseases,  re-inspections 

Licensed  premises  2 

Meetings  and  interviews  I07 

Miscellaneous  visits  102 

National  Assistance  Act.  Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  ...  2 

Nuisance  inspections  16 

Nuisance  re-inspections  23 

Outworkers  

Pests  Act  32 

Prosecutions  

Refuse  Tips  21 

Rent  Act,  1957  4 

Samples : Milk  3 

Water  27 

Other  

Schools  4 

Sewage  disposal  7 

Shops  Act,  1950  1 

Smoke,  dust,  fumes,  etc — 

Verminous  premises  6 

Water  supplies  1 
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Ferguson  Bros.  (Printers)  Ltd.,  Keswick 


